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Jason Latimer • copy editor
Gary Burgess, who served 
as the Myers facility man-
ager and has worked at Rose-
Hulman for 36 years, passed 
away Sunday night in his 
sleep at the age of 66. A val-
ued and loved member of the 
Rose community, Burgess re-
ceived the President’s Award 
and the Alumni Award for 
his service to the school. An 
Indiana State graduate, he 
served in the Navy during the 
Vietnam War and owned his 
own company, Burgess Ma-
rine, for 20 years. Burgess 
was also advisor to the Pi 
Kappa Alpha chapter at Rose 
for many years. Although he 
fought lung cancer in the last 
five years of his life, he nev-
er retired and continued to 
commit his time and effort to 
Rose.
“Gary was an exceptional 
friend, I never thought of 
him as someone I supervised 
but rather as someone with 
whom I shared my time at 
Rose,” electrical engineering 
professor and Pike chapter 
adviser Dr. Dan Moore said. 
Dr. Moore and Burgess both 
had offices in Myers and 
spent much of their time to-
gether.
“I doubt you could find 
anyone on or off campus who 
knew Gary who would say 
something negative about 
him,” Dr. Moore said. “I 
think the only people who 
he would not consider as a 
friend were those people he 
had not met.”
Rose’s campus and its stu-
dents were touched count-
less times by his dedication 
to the school and its people. 
According to Moore, Burgess 
was “completely focused on 
helping people succeed.” He 
loved working with students, 
faculty, and staff and help-
ing people build projects, 
parts and prototypes with 
results that often surpassed 
students’ expectations. Not 
only was he an expert in en-
gineering design, but he also 
enjoyed woodworking in his 
free time and recycled wood 
from old trees on campus 
into benches, tables, and dis-
plays.
“One only need visit White 
Chapel to see the furniture 
Gary handmade to under-
stand the extent of his talent,” 
Senior Director of Facilities 
Operations and Pike adviser 
Michael Taylor said.
“Rose is a better place be-
cause of his working here and 
those of us who knew him 
are better people. Because 
of that, he will be greatly 
missed,” Dr. Moore said.
In addition to his contribu-
tions to the school, Burgess 
served as a chapter advisor 
to Pike for 16 years and sat as 
member of its Housing Cor-
poration for over a decade. 
 He was always helping fix 
problems on the chapter 
grounds, was a mentor to his 
brothers, and was an invalu-
able leader to the chapter.
“The Pikes are going to 
miss one of their big support-
ers,” Dr. Bill Eccles, retired 
electrical engineering profes-
sor and former Pike adviser 
wrote. “I am going to miss 
one of my best friends.”
Burgess was diagnosed 
with lung cancer 5 years ago 
– with 6 months left to live. 
Dr. Moore said without doubt 
that he was able to hold out 
for so long because of his 
“dedication to Rose and his 
love of his job.”
“He was a fighter and his 
family and Rose provided 
him the strength for his bat-
tle against the cancer,” Dr. 
Moore said.
The funeral will be held 
at the Callahan-DeBaun Fu-
neral Home today at 1:30 
p.m., and Burgess will be 
buried with military honors. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that friends give contri-
butions to the Lung Cancer 
Foundation of America.
“Gary had a vast under-
standing of how people inter-
act with their surroundings. 
He had a solid understand-
ing of buildings and systems. 
Gary had a zest for life and 
had a variety of interests. 
He could relate to people in 
many ways and on many lev-
els,” Taylor said, who was a 
close personal friend to Bur-
gess. “I could continue on 
with more glowing accounts 
of Gary, but will instead sim-
ply say that I really do think 
the world of him and I will 
miss him dearly.”
Beloved Rose employee Gary Burgess, 66, died from lung cancer
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Students Learn Creative Thinking through Spark Event
Elena Chong • news editor
After thinking of a way to 
involve students in imple-
menting problem solving and 
creative thinking skills, jun-
iors Bryce Filho and Heather 
Finnell, with the support of 
Dr. Berry and Dr. Walter, 
decided to create SPARK, 
Student Projects Advocat-
ing Resourceful Knowledge. 
The SPARK event consisted 
of two competitions that put 
students to the challenge of 
working as a team to make 
the best on-the-spot designs. 
The winners of each competi-
tion won prizes at the event. 
Multiple speakers were intro-
duced during different ses-
sions.
This event took place early 
Saturday mrning. Approxi-
mately 100 students, includ-
ing local high schools stu-
dents, participated in this 
event. The event started with 
an introduction by Dr. Bill 
Kline, Dean of Innovation and 
Engagement. Dr. Kline start-
ed the event by talking about 
the importance of teamwork-
which leads to great accom-
plishments. One of the exam-
ples he gave to illustrate this 
point was the construction 
of cathedrals. He said that a 
cathedral was built in stages 
because of its size; therefore, 
the architects must have had 
good communication skills 
to express the process of 
building a brick dome even 
larger than the Hulman 
Arena with their primitive 
tools. He also explained how 
the artists in the Renais-
sance were like engineers, 
since they dreamed big and 
built great things. To finish 
his speech, Dr. Kline men-
tioned the people that died in 
the Apollo II crash. He also 
showed the release of liability 
that NASA prepared for Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, 
an agreement about the risk 
of not being able to return to 
Earth safely; this is to show 
how some people were willing 
to give their lives to further 
our understanding of the Uni-
verse. “Dr. Kline has always 
been somebody enthusiastic 
about what he does; his point 
is that design does not nec-
essarily need to be done one 
certain way, but can be crea-
tive and can branch from dif-
ferent ways,” Filho said. 
The first competition con-
sisted of building a tower and 
a hanging support with pasta 
noodles, macaroni noodles, 
tape, straws, and others mate-
rials in groups of two students. 
While students were building 
their tower, company repre-
sentatives served as mentors 
by providing them feedback 
on their process. These men-
tors helped students realize 
that there are many ways to 
accomplish the given task. 
Right after scoring of the 
first competition, partici-
pants were treated to lunch, 
along with a speech on the 
acceptance of copying by E.J. 
Oruche, a 2011 Rose-Hulman 
graduate with a mechanical 
engineering degree who now 
works as a computer scien-
tist. 
Continued on page 3
SPARK organizers and participants gather for a group picture
Courtesy of  SPARK
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News Briefs
Elena Chong • news editor
Car crash tragedy in Ohio, 6 killed
On Monday, eight teenagers were speeding down a two-lane Ohio 
road in a reportedly-stolen SUV. The vehicle crashed into a guard-
rail and flipped over into a pond near the city of Warren. Two of 
the eight teens survived the incident by smashing a rear window 
and swimming away from the SUV, a state trooper said. The inside 
of the vehicle was entirely underwater within minutes of the crash, 
according to State Highway Patrol Lt. Brian Holt. Investigators are 
still trying to determine the cause of this crash, but Lt. Holt said that 
weather was not a factor in what he called the deadliest traffic ac-
cident in Trumbull County history, and the worst in Ohio in at least 
three years. The case is still under investigation, but they consider 
that the car’s speed was a factor. 
Tension rises in the Korea Peninsula
Friction between North and South Korea has grown after the Unit-
ed Nation implemented new sanctions on North Korea about a 
month ago for performing nuclear tests. China, North Korea’s ally 
for many years, has helped minimize the degree of punishment 
against N. Korea before. However, China signed on to the most re-
cent sanctions. These sanctions have also encouraged more North 
Koreans to join their country’s army. “All people who can take rifle 
are petitioning to be allowed to join or rejoin the People’s Army in 
all provinces and towns,” said the official newspaper of the ruling 
Worker’s Party. South Korea said if the North attacks, they will re-
spond in a more destructive manner.
Racecar designed via the Internet
The Rally Fighter racecar is believed to be the first car built based 
on crowdsourcing, a process of drawing input from a global com-
munity of people through the Internet.  The features of the Rally 
Fighter include a 6.2-liter engine, eight cylinders, automatic trans-
mission, rear-wheel drive and 430 horsepower. It was produced 
in 18 months by Local Motors, an Arizona car maker. The presi-
dent and co-founder of Local Motors, John B. Rogers, said this car 
is just one of several projects the company is working on. Rogers 
said he wants to continue using the method of crowdsourcing for 
future projects, such as motorcycles, boats, and a more affordable 
$10,000 car.
New pope selected
A new pope has been elected. Pope Francis comes with some con-
troversies from his past in Argentina as well as some strong views 
on homosexuality, but close friends expect to see some changes.
News Feature: Student Service Trip to 
Tutwiler Worthwhile
Garret Meyer • staff writer
In the week before quarter 
break, almost every conver-
sation revolved around one 
of three upcoming events: 
finals, Florida, or forty years 
of hibernation. For Rose stu-
dents Erin Campbell, Greg 
Larmore, Garrett Meyer, 
Homa Hariri, and Josiah 
Wang, the focus instead fell 
on Tutwiler, Mississippi, and 
their Habitat for Humanity 
service trip through Saint Jo-
seph’s Campus Ministry.
It was a nippy Sunday 
morning when the Campus 
Minister Jeff Schaffer led 
the troupe out from Terre 
Haute, but the sunshine and 
overloaded minivan warmed 
them up as they traveled 
south. After stopping at Lam-
bert’s Café per Garrett’s sug-
gestion—where servers threw 
rolls at the diners—they were 
welcomed to the Mississippi 
Delta by their supervisor JD 
and his deep grin half-lined 
with golden caps. 
The new two-bedroom, 
one-bath, one-story Habitat 
home was already framed, 
roofed, and sheet-rocked by 
the time the Rose students 
arrived, but JD chuckled at 
the suggestion that there was 
not any work left to be done. 
From Monday to Friday, the 
crew installed windows and 
doors, painted walls, spack-
led ceilings, and stained wood 
trim. Because they boasted 
only a handful of construc-
tion projects compared to 
JD’s 37 prior Habitat jobs, 
Greg and Garrett’s Sawzall 
cuts were not always straight, 
Josiah’s hammer sometimes 
had trouble finding its nail, 
and Erin and Homa’s paint-
ing clothes rarely stayed 
clean. Their charitable spirit, 
however, never came into 
question. The team’s volun-
teer labor continued that of 
prior Habitat groups to allow 
Tutwiler resident LaShonda 
to own the house for only the 
cost of its materials. 
The Fightin’ Engineers 
found lots of ways to spend 
their downtime. While on 
site, smooth R&B poured 
from a paint-splattered boom 
box, and the crew occasional-
ly joined JD when they could 
not hold back their jiggy 
moves. Tutwiler claimed to be 
the “Birthplace of the Blues,” 
so the team learned names 
like W.C. Handy and Muddy 
Waters by visiting nearby 
Clarksdale and its Delta Blues 
Museum on a free afternoon. 
They spent their evenings 
cooking dinner and ended 
each day in prayerful reflec-
tion.
The team reached out to 
the community in more ways 
than building a house. They 
were invited to the local clinic 
and there met Sister Doctor 
Anne Eucharista Brooks, the 
2012 American Osteopathic 
Foundation Physician of the 
Year. For the past 30 years, 
the 75-year-old woman and 
her donation-funded clinic 
have accepted all patients 
regardless of their ability to 
pay—a daunting task in an 
area where nearly 40 percent 
of the population is below the 
poverty line. Though Sister 
Brooks’s words were saturat-
ed with hardship, the group 
clearly sensed the joy she de-
rived from her service.
On their last day in Tutwil-
er, the team hosted a potluck 
dinner in their dorm. The 
students bought ingredients 
from the nearest grocery store 
(a striking 25 minutes away in 
rural northwest Mississippi) 
to bake blonde brownies, and 
local Habitat families brought 
brimming broiler pans of 
fried chicken and macaroni 
for the occasion. After stuff-
ing their stomachs, the young 
Mississippians and young-at-
heart Engineers entertained 
themselves with thumb wars, 
musical chairs, Mancala, and 
Angry Birds. 
When asked for the most 
memorable part of the trip, 
Josiah responded that “what 
stuck with me most was the 
hopelessness and futility in 
many of the people’s lives,” 
but added that he really loved 
the “joy, energy, and fun we 
had the night of the potluck.” 
Homa wished to say to stu-
dents considering a similar 
service trip that “you learn 
it’s not about you, but about 
them. You don’t learn that 
until you are in someone 
else’s community.”
The Rose student group  poses with their supervisor  JD outside 
the new Habitat home. 
Jeff  Schaffer
Spark Event, from page 1
He explained that it is 
fine to not have an “origi-
nal idea” because new ideas 
are really the modification 
of old ones. He gave an ex-
ample from companies like 
iPhone and Samsung, who 
have similar feature for 
their phones, but are still 
unique in their own way. He 
explained that borrowing 
from someone else’s idea is 
good, although our society 
pressures us to think of ide-
as as radically different. We 
should acknowledge that 
new ideas are influenced by 
old ones. This is the reason 
that people collaborate and 
learn from others. He said 
that if someone is doing 
something that works fine, 
then others should ask why 
it is working fine and how 
can it be adopted and modi-
fied in such a way that can 
better suit our needs.
The second competition 
started right after lunch. 
The objective of that compe-
tition was for groups of four 
students with at least one or 
two high school students to 
build a catapult that could 
shoot an angry bird. Each 
group took turns showing 
how far their catapult was 
capable of launching. The 
scores were given based on 
the accuracy and distance 
where the angry bird land-
ed.
The event ended by award-
ing six winners for the first 
competition, three of them 
high school students and 
the other three college stu-
dents. For the second com-
petition, three groups won 
prizes, making a total of 
twelve winners for this com-
petition. A raffle was held 
afterwards. Interim Presi-
dent Robert Coons gave the 
final speech about having 
a positive mind, problem 
solving, and great innova-
tion, which marked the end 
of the SPARK event.
The first year of SPARK 
resulted in a very success-
ful event for students to 
learn about creative think-
ing. When asked about the 
future of SPARK, Filho said, 
“We plan to expand it for 
next year, involving more 
high school students and 
Rose students and may ex-
pand it to other universi-
ties and get more company 
representatives involved in 
mentoring students by giv-
ing them feedback about 
prototyping.”
Students practice teamwork and creative thinking through 
Spark
Courtesy of  Dr. Bill Kline
3NewsMarch 15 2013
Gearbox delivers something different
Derek Robinson      
entertainment editor
Gearbox has always been 
good to me. Their games are 
fun, addicting, hilarious, and 
for the most part original. 
“Duke Nukem Forever” and 
the “Borderlands” series are 
both fun and funny and pro-
vide a welcome escape from 
the standard cookie-cutter 
gameplay. I’ve enjoyed eve-
rything they’ve released: 
some have been well-devel-
oped and enthralling, while 
others have been openly ri-
diculous and almost bad, but 
still undeniably fun. Still, the 
company has done a lot to 
keep their fans pleased with-
out pumping out the same 
old content. Well, almost.
In every single other ex-
pansion I’ve played, the main 
plotline only provided a piece 
of the picture. Side quests tied 
together to provide some-
thing fun and semi-relevant 
for players when the main 
quest gets a little tedious or 
boring. New weapons pro-
vided interesting and, more 
importantly, useful effects 
to try out. The final bosses 
were epic and difficult but 
fun and their loot was at least 
extremely valuable, even if 
there wasn’t anything quite 
good enough to replace your 
equipment. The areas were 
new and exciting but not very 
confusing. All of this built 
into a wonderful experience 
with each release, and I’ve 
always rated them highly.
I’ve never been so con-
flicted about a game or add-
on as I have been about “Sir 
Hammerlock’s Big Game 
Hunt” for “Borderlands 2.”
On the one hand, it’s fun 
and the new enemies are 
challenging. Witch Doctors 
provide a welcome challenge, 
and a few new creatures pro-
vide an exotic feel and their 
own combat tactics. It’s not 
bad, per se. Unfortunately, 
it’s just not what I’ve come to 
love from Gearbox. The side 
quests are nearly all one-offs 
and most are not only irrel-
evant but frustrating. Hunt-
ing down a giant crystalisk 
is cool, but I’m not going to 
spend three hours scouring 
the already-confusing land-
scape for eggs. The introduc-
tion of new characters is nice 
when side quests offer a little 
bit of story about them, but 
this time around Hammer-
lock and Claptrap provide 
the only moderately enter-
taining side quests while 
a couple added characters 
(with quests of their own) 
have little introduction and 
even less to contribute to the 
experience. As mentioned, 
the landscape is confusing 
(sometimes ridiculously so, 
and at one point the map is 
useless) and not quite as ex-
citing as it could have been.
If anything, the whole ex-
perience is literally the most 
anticlimactic thing I’ve ever 
been through; anticlimax 
seems to be a motif for this 
add-on. Initially, players are 
led to expect big-game hunt-
ing and quality bonding, but 
it all quickly goes down the 
drain with the appearance of 
one of Handsome Jack’s un-
derlings, Doctor Nakayama, 
who himself is the most piti-
ful, disappointed character in 
the history of the franchise. 
The new fan boat is simi-
lar to the sandskiff from the 
“Pirate’s Booty” add-on, just 
worse in every way. The final 
battle is the only truly origi-
nal thing about this game, 
and provides quite a chal-
lenge on True Vault Hunter 
mode. Unfortunately that’s 
it. The final cutscene is the 
embodiment of anticlimax 
and the loot thereafter is 
the most disappointing I’ve 
ever picked up. I didn’t find 
a single useful weapon dur-
ing the entire eight hour 
ordeal. Oh and in case you 
were looking for even more 
surprises, there’s another 
raid boss in this expansion.
I wanted to like this game; 
I really did. The first couple 
hours were actually pretty 
fun. Nakayama provided 
comic relief throughout 
(barely), and the fighting 
was fun. Unfortunately, af-
ter a relatively short time, 
the sense of wonder devolves 
into wondering what you’re 
even doing. The tone of liter-
ally every character turns to 
exasperation. Even Claptrap 
gives up on trying to make 
the game fun. I’m not en-
tirely sure what Gearbox was 
trying to convey with this 
expansion, but all I got from 
it was disappointment.
Rating: 3/5 Elephants
A wholly unexpected dose of disappointment
Bethany Martin • opinions editor
There seems to be a great 
surge of movies that focus 
more on visuals rather than 
the plot and that is unfortu-
nate.  “Oz the Great and Pow-
erful” is one of those films. 
It was beautiful and proba-
bly would have been more so 
in 3D. The colors were as in-
tense as computer generated 
graphics can get, the crea-
tures were interesting, and 
the costumes and hair were 
delightfully wacky.  All of 
those attributes are impor-
tant, but plot trumps all.
The movie was tolerable 
until the scene when Oz first 
arrives in the Land of Oz and 
he and Theodora are looking 
around at the scary sounds 
coming from the evil witch’s 
baboons.  The camera sud-
denly zooms very quickly 
and at an unnatural angle. 
The colors were stunning 
but when the camera panned 
they all ran together, clearly 
they were meant for 3D.
Oscar Diggs or “Oz” 
(James Franco) is just an av-
erage conman, heartbreaker, 
and lousy person in rural Ar-
kansas who dreams of great-
ness.  He is swept away by a 
tornado and after some obvi-
ously made for 3D effects he 
lands in the world of Oz (just 
like his nickname). There he 
meets the witch Theodora 
(Mila Kunis) and she mis-
takes him for the long await-
ed wizard that is prophe-
sized to save them from evil 
and take over as king, and 
the temptation of power is 
too great for Oz to tell the 
truth. But before Oz can take 
the throne, he must defeat 
the evil witch.  In his travels 
he learns that all is not what 
it seems and that he himself 
may have been conned.  The 
whole story seemed forced 
with every predictable 
twist you could think of.
Mila Kunis did not add 
anything to the cast other 
than looking great in what 
appeared to be skin tight 
leather pants. As Theodo-
ra she plays a clueless and 
powerful witch that falls in 
love with the dashing Oz al-
most immediately.  She was 
clearly not picked for her 
acting but for her appeal. 
During her particularly dra-
matic scenes she wears a 
dress that accentuates her 
positives and she even rips 
at its seams. James Franco is 
handsome but is somewhat 
lacking in the acting depart-
ment as well. He is charming 
but not very good at deliv-
ering the really good lines, 
when he did have them.
If this is what we can ex-
pect from Disney’s endeav-
ors to recreate older classics, 
I am very hesitant about 
future spinoffs extensions 
of beloved stories.  The live 
action with digital effects 
seems to be the company’s 
downfall after the disaster 
of “John Carter.” At least 
“Oz the Great and Pow-
erful” has done a bit bet-
ter; maybe there is hope.
Rating: 2/5 Elephants.
Disney fails to do justice to a classic reboot
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Tipping the help
Helena Bomber • guest writer
Whether someone is serving you dinner or cutting your 
hair, their wages are mostly based on the tips that you 
give them. Many people without experience in hospital-
ity industries do not understand how tipping works. Some 
guides, servers, and drivers do not even make minimum 
wage and depend on gratuities as their income. 
For example, when you go out to dinner you are sur-
rounded by these types of employees. As you pull up to the 
entrance of a restaurant, the valet parks your car for you. 
When you step in the front doors, the host takes your coat. 
A server then greets you at the table and serves you a meal. 
Each of these people deserve a tip - but how much? Eve-
ryone has their own opinion on this topic, but the typical 
percentage to tip for a service is around fifteen percent. 
It is always important to tip, even if you think the 
service was substandard. The tip is sometimes divid-
ed between several services. In some restaurants the 
server does not receive all of the money, but they split 
their tips with a bartender that makes their drinks or a 
busboy that cleans their tables. Your gratuity can be an 
income for a whole web of people.
The next time you go out keep in mind that the ser-
vices you receive are depending on your tips and be 
considerate!  
Mark Minster • faculty writer
Of the four related words, 
“etiquette,” “courtesy,” “ci-
vility,” and “politeness,” I 
have favorites, and yet re-
ally I’d prefer to ditch them 
all. Ditch the words, that 
is, not the underlying idea. 
Certainly I want my kid to 
chew with his mouth shut 
and know it’s rude to belch 
or ask someone how he got 
so fat. I want the boy to be 
alert. I want him to be kind. 
I want that for myself. I 
want that from us all.
“Courtesy” and “etiquette” 
come from the royal courts 
of France. They’re about 
how to behave at the king’s 
table, in the presence of sov-
ereigns and potentates, the 
powers-that-be. To courtesy 
is to bow to one’s betters. 
An etiquette is a label on a 
wine bottle, a king’s seal of 
approval, and it’s the source 
of the English word “ticket.” 
It betokens admission to 
hobnob with blue-bloods. 
Both French-derived words 
connote obeisance to the 
affluent, sucking up to the 
haves.
“Civility” and “politeness,” 
by contrast, are abstractions 
derive from Latin and Greek 
words for cities: civitas and 
polis. They’re about how to 
behave in streets and mar-
ketplaces, in forums and in 
the agora. They’re about the 
civic virtues of citizenship 
and urbanity, and suggest 
the presence not of betters 
but of peers. Both words 
still connote a distance from 
others: I may be loving with 
my wife, but I’m hardly 
merely civil. (File under: 
TMI.) I’m not polite to my 
kid, either: I’m longsuffer-
ing and busted open and 
fond. Civility is a particular 
virtue for acquaintances and 
strangers. And while polite-
ness spreads a little more 
easily than civility to family 
and friends, it’s still hard to 
get close to.
It’s fitting, perhaps, that 
none of these four terms is 
native to English; all are im-
ported. I take this curious 
fact to mean not that the 
Anglefolc and Jutes lacked 
concepts for how to behave, 
but that the Saxons’ pithy, 
gritty tongue knew names 
we now seem not to know. 
Take “neighborliness,” 
for example, my favorite 
Anglo-Saxon replacement 
for “etiquette.” A “neigh-
bor” is someone who dwells 
nearby, someone nigh. That 
nearness— “proximity” or 
“propinquity,” if you’re still 
feeling Latinate—that close-
ness, can be geographical or 
genetic or emotional, refer-
ring to the lady down the 
street, or kin near in blood, 
or a friend near and dear. 
“Neighborliness,” then, is 
how you treat all of those 
people, not as if they’re sal-
ad forks or the upper crust, 
and not just as if they hap-
pen to inhabit your town. 
It’s not for the city and it’s 
not for the court: it’s for the 
neighborhood. It makes a 
virtue of the people and the 
places it’s for.
In a world that’s increas-
ingly flat and connected, 
across borders of all kinds, 
a question asked by a lawyer 
ages ago seems more rel-
evant than ever: Who is my 
neighbor? 
A reply to that question, 
in story form, can be found 
in the Gospel of Luke. It in-
volves a Samaritan.
By replacing “etiquette” 
with “neighborliness,” we get 
rid of the arbitrary and unde-
fined in our values—unseat-
ing the abstract “they” who 
would make manners without 
our say-so. We put Other Peo-
ple back in view, where these 
Other People can more read-
ily receive our kindness and 
our concern. Etiquette, after 
all, really only matters for 
the sake of someone else. If 
you’re trying to understand 
rules—any rules—for their 
own sake, or for your own 
self-interest, you’re sadly, 
sadly missing the point. 
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Manners apply to everyone
Rose Reatherford • staff writer
From depression to schizophre-
nia, more and more people are be-
ing diagnosed with a mental illness. 
However, some stigmas on mental 
illnesses exist, despite the boom-
ing amount of men and women who 
have to deal with them on a daily 
basis. Some people are unsure of 
how to talk about them or address 
them when they find out friends or 
family have them. Some people can 
unknowingly be very offensive or 
hurtful toward those with mental ill-
nesses, even if there was no ill will 
intended. Sometimes this can even 
cause people suffering from a men-
tal illness to refuse seeking help. 
This can be very detrimental to their 
health.
So how do you go about discussing 
a mental illness? First off, a mental 
illness does not mean a person is 
crazy or insane. It’s extremely im-
polite to use those terms when re-
ferring to a serious mental illness. It 
can make someone feel like no one 
wants to be around them because of 
their mental illness. A person can 
take medication for their heart, so 
there should be no judgment or is-
sues with a person taking medica-
tion for their brains, as it is simply 
another function of the body that 
could go wrong. 
Secondly, if a person informs you 
of their mental illness or their strug-
gle thereof, it is impolite to share it 
with others. A person will tell the 
people they want to know, and it is 
their business to go around discuss-
ing. Way back in high school, I need-
ed to be placed in a mental health 
clinic so I did not hurt myself. When 
I returned to school, I only told a 
few of my closest friends. However, 
it seemingly worked its way around 
my social school. People made me 
feel ostracized and isolated, on top 
of being paranoid that I could not 
trust the closest people to me in one 
of the worst times of my life. Other 
people will feel this way, as well, if 
you are constantly discussing their 
mental health issues. 
Thirdly, if a friend comes to you for 
help about hurting themselves, it’s 
okay to talk to an authority figure. This 
is only if you feel like your 
friend is seriously going to 
harm themselves and you 
feel out of depth or over-
whelmed towards helping 
them. Some people just want 
to be around others when 
they’re feeling lonely or like 
they’re in a dangerous situa-
tion. However, if your friend 
continues threatening sui-
cide, or attempts, you should 
immediately contact 911 or 
your local mental health 
clinic. They may become an-
gry or upset about this, but it is better 
for them to be angry for a while and get 
the help they need. 
In any case, mental illnesses are not 
exactly visible. You can’t know who is lis-
tening or who will be hurt by your com-
ments. So just use caution and address 
all illnesses with some level of respect. 
The other side of the Desk: On Neighborliness
Amanda Kelley • guest writer
Whether it’s to seek out a 
better form of civilization than 
Terre Haute or just passing 
through on the journey home, 
learning how to properly drive 
on I-465 is a skill that needs to 
be mastered. Though this end-
less loop comes with a menac-
ing reputation, it is the fast-
est way to navigate around or 
through Indy. Merging onto this 
interstate frightened, hesitant, 
or just downright terrified is 
the first mistake drivers make. 
The transition from two lanes 
to four may seem daunting, 
but if you are prepared, it can 
become an easy task to master. 
Do not be hesitant when com-
ing onto the on ramp; simply 
pick up speed, find a gap, and 
merge. It’s the overly cautious 
drivers who constantly check, 
check, and recheck their mir-
rors that cause other drivers to 
brake, which inevitably causes 
traffic. 
If a gap is two lanes over, do 
what is necessary and get to that 
gap even if you must exceed 
the speed limit. This brings up 
another rookie mistake while 
dealing with 465: the speed 
limit doesn’t actually represent 
the real speed of the road. The 
numbers that are placed on this 
sign symbolize more of a guide-
line than a real rule. It is more 
important to keep up with the 
flow of the traffic than to be the 
one that that causes the conges-
tion. Being a slow driver is just 
as dangerous as being a fast 
driver. 
Another form of common 
courtesy of the road is that if 
someone cuts you off, don’t yell 
or scream at the driver. In re-
ality, they can’t hear you, and 
you’re wasting your energy and 
gas trying to catch up and get 
even. Simply thank the driver 
and God that you did not get 
clipped and carry on about your 
day. Try to pass semi-trucks as 
quickly as possible; the less 
time that you are in their blind 
spot, the better it is for both 
you and the truck driver. If you 
must get in the most-left lane, 
make sure you are prepared to 
maintain a much faster flow 
than the rest of the traffic. If 
you cannot or are not comfort-
able with this, be courteous to 
others and move to one of the 
middle lanes. Make sure to stay 
in the middle lanes unless you 
need to merge off the highway 
then it is only appropriate to get 
the right most lane. If you stick 
to these few tips then your trip 
and your mind will be at ease.
Safe driving is ettiquette
”...mental illness does not mean a person is crazy or insane
Marcus Willerscheidt 
editor-in-chief
Tensions have risen dra-
matically in North Korea 
in the last few years. Some 
wonder if we’re close to nu-
clear war. The major issues 
that have caused conflict re-
cently revolve around North 
Korea attempting to dissolve 
the 1953 armistice that ended 
the Korean War and nuclear 
tests. North Korea continues 
to threaten South Korea and 
has even declared that they 
would launch a preemptive 
counter strike on the United 
States as well as South Korea 
should they deem it neces-
sary.
Should we worry? Should 
we care? President Obama 
has stated that the United 
States is fully capable of de-
fending against an attack 
from North Korea, and ex-
perts have declared North 
Korea incapable of launching 
an overseas ballistic attack at 
this time. So, is this another 
“forgotten conflict?” It really 
begs the question of wheth-
er Americans acknowledge 
world threats that don’t come 
in the form of immediate ter-
rorist attacks. Now, to avoid 
sounding like a fear monger, 
let’s recognize that we’re part 
of one of the most militarily 
powerful countries on Earth. 
But, the world ignored Hitler 
at the early stages too.
Conflict peaks over the 
horizon, and Americans are 
still in the dark. Ignoring 
the cloud looming past their 
shores, they focus on award 
ceremonies and reality TV. Is 
America so perpetually inter-
ested in instantaneous pleas-
ure that we’ve forgotten that 
there is a greater world out 
there?
Many say that Kim Jong 
Un is just blowing smoke. 
These speeches should not 
be ignored. Nuclear threats 
should never be ignored. And 
while North Korea and South 
Korea shouldn’t be under the 
thumb of the United States 
or even the United Nations, 
the world has every right to 
defend itself. This sometimes 
means getting involved be-
fore it is too late. However, 
that isn’t the issue at the pre-
sent juncture. The moment’s 
question revolves around 
what to do concerning North 
Korea’s declaration that the 
1953 armistice is no longer 
valid.
Granted, this should be a 
permanent peace agreement 
and not the armistice that 
left the two countries techni-
cally in a state of war. Still, 
it is vital that the U.S. and 
South Korea continue to per-
form military drills and pre-
pare for a possible war with 
North Korea despite their 
bold threats. We should not 
be backing down now; we 
should be discussing a per-
manent peace agreement 
while North Korea does not 
have the means to use fear 
against us.
Most importantly, there is 
plenty of history to show us 
what to do. We don’t want 
another Treaty of Versailles; 
we don’t want the Korean 
War Part II. The U.S. should 
establish formal peace and 
discover how far North Korea 
has advanced their nuclear 
technology. It is as simple 
as that. U.S. presence in that 
region should be at an end. 
America’s only reason for re-
maining should be as a pro-
tection from possible nuclear 
war.
North Korea, still forgotten?
”Nuclear threats should never be ignored.
Katrina Brandenburg • editor-in-chief
Students who succeed here are 
reputed to too often condescend 
as though being successful here 
equates to being mentally superior 
to other Rose-Hulman students and 
especially to students of another 
college. But, perhaps these conde-
scending students are right. In one 
respect, they might be superior. 
These students may have brought 
to the table a superior attitude of 
belief and dedication.
Students here at Rose-Hulman 
love to complain about the rigor 
of our courses. We typically have 
four challenging classes, and it 
always seems that something is 
wrong. Each class has a professor 
who thinks his or her course is the 
only one, professors are being un-
fair, the system is rigged against 
us, or the courses are just so hard 
that no average student among us 
could possibly succeed. We do work 
hard at Rose-Hulman, but we also 
do love to complain that we are 
working too hard against impos-
sible odds. It is normal to banter 
with friends, engage in the feelings 
of camaraderie created by enduring 
similar problems, or occasionally 
let off a little steam, but how many 
of us stop to think that perhaps the 
problem is partially our collective 
attitude?
A student who gets up in the 
morning and immediately starts 
the day with a mind filled by com-
plaints over the day that will follow 
is not going to perform as well as 
a student who starts each day as a 
blank slate, takes a few minutes of 
the morning to calm down and re-
lieve stress in some way, or just re-
fuses to succumb to the disappoint-
ments of less than perfect grades, 
small results for large efforts, or 
negativity from professors. This is 
because the attitude a student en-
dorses towards these problems af-
fects all the decisions he makes.
If I wake up in the morning to 
an alarm that I set as late as pos-
sible to get to my first class, then 
I’ll probably be in a hurry getting 
to class. I can tell myself that be-
ing a few minutes late to class once 
in a while doesn’t matter. I can tell 
myself that grabbing the wrong as-
signment in my rush was bound to 
happen every so often anyway. I can 
just think to myself, “The class is too 
early for me; I just don’t function 
well at that hour. I always get stuck 
with the earliest possible section of 
every class because course regis-
tration boots me out three times.” 
I’ve already started my day off by 
making excuses for something that 
could be fixed by setting my alarm a 
little earlier and telling myself that 
the improved performance in that 
first class when I’ve been awake for 
a few minutes and had enough time 
to orient myself is a worthwhile 
tradeoff for those minutes of pre-
cious sleep, telling myself that get-
ting better than a zero on that one 
assignment is a better feeling than 
staring at that zero, which wasn’t 
even an accurate measure of my 
abilities as a student.
By the end of the day, I can make 
excuses for everything that goes 
wrong. I can tell myself, “That pro-
fessor doesn’t teach very well… I’m 
not smart enough to learn this… My 
professor’s office hours are too in-
convenient… It’s not my fault… It 
isn’t worth staying awake another 
hour... I should be somewhere else 
studying something easier.” I’ve 
told myself a few of these things; 
I’m sure that a lot of students here 
have. The problem is that a stu-
dent who lets himself think those 
discouraging thoughts is instantly 
less motivated to do anything about 
these problems. Maybe all the pro-
fessors this quarter are awful, may-
be the system is rigged, and maybe 
success isn’t right there waiting to 
be grabbed. But, it is always better 
to look back and know that the best 
of efforts was put forth. Seeing a 
C+ and knowing it’s my best feels 
better than seeing a B+ and know-
ing it could have been an A if just 
one or two fewer excuses had been 
made and a little more effort put 
into not missing the first ten min-
utes of lecture, not taking zeros on 
assignments, and asking professors 
(even the unpleasant, condescend-
ing ones) questions.
Letting a bad attitude towards 
school go unchecked is just a way 
of feeding a cycle. The bad attitude 
leads to poor decisions, and those 
poor decisions lead to poor results. 
In turn, these lead right back to 
that bad attitude in response to the 
feelings of disappointment, failure, 
and stress. How many of us have 
asked ourselves what a better at-
titude could do for the effort put 
forth and what an improvement in 
effort could mean for grades? There 
is a direct connection.
Bad Attitude Leads to Bad Grades?
”We don’t want an-other Treaty of Ver-sailles...
Small changes add up to a big difference
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Eric Abegglen • staff writer
A pair of Engineers are 
headed to compete in the 
upcoming NCAA Division III 
Swimming Championships 
on March 20-23.  Senior me-
chanical engineering major 
John Huster and freshman 
physics major Orion Mar-
tin will compete in multiple 
events over the course of the 
meet. 
Both Huster and Martin 
were named the College Con-
ference of Illinois & Wiscon-
sin Men’s Swimmer of the 
Week this year. Huster was 
recently named Swimmer of 
the Week at the end of Janu-
ary in the near upset over 
nationally ranked DePauw. 
Martin received Swimmer of 
the Week honors back in No-
vember for his efforts at Wa-
bash and Illinois Wesleyan. 
Huster also received CCIW 
Men’s Swimmer of the Week 
honors last year as a junior.
Against DePauw, Hus-
ter finished the 100-yard 
breaststroke in 1:04.61 and 
the 100-yard butterfly with 
a time of 51.07 seconds. He 
also swam the backstroke leg 
in the 200-medley relay in 
24.3 seconds and recorded a 
21.1 second split in the 200-
yard freestyle relay.
Against Wabash, Martin 
won both the 50- and 100-
yard freestyle and served as 
the anchor leg for two Rose-
Hulman relay teams. This 
was only the second dual 
meet victory over Wabash in 
school history. Martin also 
won the 50-freestyle and the 
100-yard butterfly against 
Illinois Wesleyan to cap off 
the  team’s second victory in 
24 hours. Martin’s 100-but-
terfly broke the Illinois Wes-
leyan pool record.
Both Martin and Huster 
qualified for the NCAA na-
tional championships with 
their 1-2 performance in the 
100-butterfly at the College 
Conference of Illinois and 
Wisconsin Championships.
Martin ranks No. 2 nation-
ally in the 100-butterfly with 
a time of 48.51 seconds, and 
Huster comes into the Cham-
pionships at the No. 11 spot 
with a best of 
48.99 seconds. 
To qualify for 
the meet, swim-
mers needed to 
best the cutoff 
time of 49.33 
seconds. Com-
petition in the 
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also compete in 
the 50-freestyle 
next Wednes-
day and the 




remaining two events will 
be the 200-individual med-
ley on Wednesday and the 
100-backstroke on Friday.
Martin and Huster contin-
ue a tradition of excellence 
for the Rose-Hulman Insti-
tute of Technology swim-
ming program. The Fightin’ 
Engineers have compiled 
six All-American awards 
in swimming, including a 
100-breaststroke nation-
al championship for Matt 
Smith in 2003.
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Hosting the Red Men from 
Carthage College in the season’s 
home opener, Rose-Hulman wound 
up taking two of three games played 
over the weekend.
In the opening game of a double-
header played on Saturday, Carthage 
would score first on a wild pitch in 
the top of the 1st inning. They would 
add another run in the 2nd to take a 
2 – 0 lead, but the Engineers took 
advantage of four walks in the bot-
tom of the 3rd to take a 3 – 2 lead. 
After four innings, the game was 
tied 6 - 6 after Carthage struck for 
four in the 3rd inning. Rose-Hul-
man remained in the game thanks 
to a solo home run from freshman 
Caleb Kissel and the team took ad-
vantage of several mistakes from 
Carthage. Carthage though would 
take the lead for good in the top of 
the 5th, going on to take the game 
8 – 6.   
In the bottom half of the double-
header, Rose-Hulman battled back 
from a 1 – 4 deficit to win 6 – 5. 
Heading into the bottom of the 9th, 
Carthage held a one run advantage, 
looking to keep their 5 – 4 lead. The 
Engineers capitalized on a fielding 
error followed by back-to-back sin-
gles by seniors Donald Stopka and 
Bobby Newman to load the bases. 
Rose-Hulman would then tie the 
game on a fielder’s choice. With only 
one out remaining, a costly throw-
ing error allowed sophomore Josh 
Hoeing to score the winning run. 
On Sunday, the Engineers relied 
on strong pitching from sophomore 
Ben Menich to earn an 8 – 0 shutout 
victory. Menich threw a complete 
game allowing only four hits while 
striking out three in nine innings of 
work. The offense was spurred on 
by junior Hank Akard and freshman 
Patrick Klima, whom each tallied 
three hits in the game. 
The Fightin’ Engineers improve 
to 3 – 6 overall and will play four 
more games this weekend as they 
host DePauw University at 6 p.m. 
on Friday, then face DePauw again 
on Saturday at 11 a.m., followed by 
a matchup against Concordia Chi-
cago at 5 p.m. The team will then 
travel to DePauw on Sunday for a 
second go against Concordia Chi-
cago.  
Swimmers look to make a big splash at Nationals
BaseBall takes two of three against Carthage
Sophomore Ben Menich pitched a shutout game against Carthage College on 
Sunday, propelling Rose-Hulman to an 8 - 0 victory.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
Softball faces slate of games to open home schedule
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Coming into the weekend with 
a 3 – 5 record upon completion of 
their annual Florida trip, the Rose-
Hulman softball team will see their 
first action this season at the Rose-
Hulman field. 
The team this season is coached 
by Brian Shearer who has led the 
Engineers since 2003. A majority 
of starters remain from a year ago, 
along with a strong recruiting class 
that will make an immediate impact 
on the squad.  The Engineers look to 
improve upon a fifth place finish in 
the HCAC conference standings last 
season. 
During the teams’ weeklong trip 
to Florida, they faced eight differ-
ent squads from across the country. 
Playing against some familiar and 
some unfamiliar teams, the Rose-
Hulman squad completed the trip 
two games under .500. 
Their three wins came against Im-
maculata University from Pennsyl-
vania, Capital University, located in 
Columbus, Ohio, and the University 
of Michigan-Dearborn.  
Pitching a total of 10 innings over 
2 appearances, senior Brianne Wid-
moyer recorded 10 strikeouts and 
held batters to .189 along the way. 
Sophomore Carly Heibel led the 
team with eight hits in total and re-
corded four RBIs over the course of 
the trip. Making an early impact on 
the team, freshman Whitney Strain 
batted .333 with five singles and led 
the team in on-base percentage. 
Action this weekend will begin 
Friday at 5 p.m. as the Fightin’ Engi-
neers open up with a doubleheader 
against Taylor University. On short 
rest, the team will then play back-
to-back games against Illinois Col-
lege on Saturday starting at 1 p.m. 
Next Wednesday, the Engineers will 
take on Greenville  College at home, 
beginning at 5 p.m. Sixteen games 
stand between the Engineers and 
the start of HCAC action, which will 
kick off on Apr. 6. 
The Fightin’ Engineers will compete in a pair of doubleheaders this 
weekend in their first action at home this season.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
John Huster, pictured left, and Orion Martin, pictured right, will compete on 
behalf of the Rose-Hulman men’s swimming and diving team at this year’s 
NCAA Division III Swimming Championships.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
This is the Flipside disclaimer, you will always read me. Any unattributed content has been written by Daniel Benedict Maginot. This weeks writers are Man Daginot (Dan Maginot), Maximus Decimus Willerscheidt  (Marcus 
Willerscheidt). You may or may not be offended by this content, in the case you are... We could meet up for coffee sometime and you can tell me exactly what offended you and I’ll tell you how beautiful you are and then you will 
discover this fine, charming, handsome a whole lot, strapping young man. Just send your evident concern and you’re halfway there... email thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu. Also, the Saint Tebow picture is from twicsy.com
Wacky profquotes
In fact, violating lay-
ers is a hot research 
area.
–Dr. Black
I’m researching it right 
now.
They had Math Dei-
ties just roaming the 
halls!
-Dr. Mr. Holder
Let’s see what our 
new friend Francis 
says about this.
It could be the name 
of a new perfume: 
Primitive Obsession
-Dr. Bohner
What a fun day of 
programming that 
would be.
Some of the things 
I’ll be telling you 





say crazy things. 
E-mail them to the 
Flipside at thorn-
f l i p s i d e @ r o s e -
hulman.edu for a 
chance to win a 25$ 
Visa gift card!
Man Daginot & Maximus Decimus Willerscheidt M.D./Ph.D
1. All popes since Vigilius in 537 are actually jewish, they wear ya-
macas underneath their Papal Chef’s hat.
2. The initiation process of becoming the next pope involves suc-
cessfully defeating a member of the suiss guard in hand-to-hand 
combat.
3. The white smoke of the papal election actually comes from vic-
tory papal cigars
4. The pope plays golf with The Dalai Lama every sunday after 
mass and 
5. The Rosetta Stone is the official Vatican Latin Language Profes-
sor (VLLP) for the Papal Conclave
6. Every pope gets his hand print in the concrete at the base of 
Saint Peter’s Basilica.
7. Every Halloween, all of the Bishops dress up rooks.
8. The only officially Vatican endorsed MLB team is the Saint Lou-
is Cardinals.
9. The pope has 24 parrots, kept in the Basilica loft that can con-
duct an entire service and are named after the 24 Apostles and De-
ciples 
10. The first plan of action of Pope Francis I is the formation of a 
Papal Boy Band named: One Cardinal Direction.
Top “10” Ten
Papal Mysteries
Pope’ing fun with Catholics
The pale cigars have been lit and the white smoke rises above The Vatican! History has been made, dreams have been fulfilled, and 
The Holy Chef ’s Hat has been passed down once more. Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio of  Buenos Aires, Argentina was known for his wolf-calming 
charm which he discovered from the writings of  Saint Francis of  Assisi. 
These writings influenced our man Jorge to take up flying lessons with the 
eagles, swimming lessons with the dolphins, and pouncing lessons with 
lions. These experiences give the Argentinian native the savvy and versa-
tilility which we demand from our papal authorities. He looks back on the 
life of  Saint Francis and attributes much of  his life’s inspiration to him. 
Saint Francis of  Assisi is also credited to the naming of  San Francisco, 
which actually means a whale’s fluke.  The newly elected pope claimed 
that scholars have lost the original translation in the fighting of  the Sec-
ond Crusades, so there is no proven record of  this. However, our former 
Jorge Super Mario Bro.goglio of  Buenos Aires has faith in this fact. 
 In the recent days, our man Jorge experienced a sudden midlife - or more appropriately - third-quarter-life crisis and changed his name to Pope Francis: The first of  his name. This innovator of  
papal mystery drew much of  his influence from our late Saint Francis of  Assisi and has made history!:
He is the first pope from the New World. 
He is the first pope to survive a velociraptor attack. 
He is the first pope to become an animagus. 
He is the first pope to recognize jeggings as an abomination 
He is the first pope to pitch a perfect game. 
He is the first pope to be cast in a movie: Pope Fiction. 
He is the first pope born outside of  Europe in over 1,200 years
He is the first pope to turn water into crude oil
The Day of St. Patty’s
What was that? Oh yeah. It’s Saint Patrick’s Day, in ven-eration of  our most glorious St. Patrick. If  you are un-
aware of  the history behind this honored man, he is the patron 
saint of  snake banishment and the color green. He used his 
ash wood staff  to to grow into a real living tree. Think of  that 
as the river of  life flows through you. He used his shamrock 
powers to banish all snakes from Ireland. Out go the snakes 
and in comes the river of  courage and low standards. Out goes 
the inhibitions. Out goes the restraint. Out goes the control. 
What a day! And with you and your helpful sidekick, St. Patrick 
will be ever in your mind as you vanquish the snakes and wield 
your shamrock.  Through your veins and staff,  we shall flow 
a river forth to thee and teaming with souls shall it ever be. In 
Nomeni Patri Et Fili Spiritus Sancti.
Definition:
Pop•er•y [poh-puh-ree] - noun
the Pope’s official cologne line.
Flipside Ante diem idus mArtius Anno mmXiii pAginA Viii
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News Briefs
Elena Chong • news editor
Car crash tragedy in Ohio, 6 killed
On Monday, eight teenagers were speeding down a two-lane Ohio 
road in a reportedly-stolen SUV. The vehicle crashed into a guard-
rail and flipped over into a pond near the city of Warren. Two of 
the eight teens survived the incident by smashing a rear window 
and swimming away from the SUV, a state trooper said. The inside 
of the vehicle was entirely underwater within minutes of the crash, 
according to State Highway Patrol Lt. Brian Holt. Investigators are 
still trying to determine the cause of this crash, but Lt. Holt said that 
weather was not a factor in what he called the deadliest traffic ac-
cident in Trumbull County history, and the worst in Ohio in at least 
three years. The case is still under investigation, but they consider 
that the car’s speed was a factor. 
Tension rises in the Korea Peninsula
Friction between North and South Korea has grown after the Unit-
ed Nation implemented new sanctions on North Korea about a 
month ago for performing nuclear tests. China, North Korea’s ally 
for many years, has helped minimize the degree of punishment 
against N. Korea before. However, China signed on to the most re-
cent sanctions. These sanctions have also encouraged more North 
Koreans to join their country’s army. “All people who can take rifle 
are petitioning to be allowed to join or rejoin the People’s Army in 
all provinces and towns,” said the official newspaper of the ruling 
Worker’s Party. South Korea said if the North attacks, they will re-
spond in a more destructive manner.
Racecar designed via the Internet
The Rally Fighter racecar is believed to be the first car built based 
on crowdsourcing, a process of drawing input from a global com-
munity of people through the Internet.  The features of the Rally 
Fighter include a 6.2-liter engine, eight cylinders, automatic trans-
mission, rear-wheel drive and 430 horsepower. It was produced 
in 18 months by Local Motors, an Arizona car maker. The presi-
dent and co-founder of Local Motors, John B. Rogers, said this car 
is just one of several projects the company is working on. Rogers 
said he wants to continue using the method of crowdsourcing for 
future projects, such as motorcycles, boats, and a more affordable 
$10,000 car.
New pope selected
A new pope has been elected. Pope Francis comes with some con-
troversies from his past in Argentina as well as some strong views 
on homosexuality, but close friends expect to see some changes.
News Feature: Student Service Trip to 
Tutwiler Worthwhile
Garret Meyer • staff writer
In the week before quarter 
break, almost every conver-
sation revolved around one 
of three upcoming events: 
finals, Florida, or forty years 
of hibernation. For Rose stu-
dents Erin Campbell, Greg 
Larmore, Garrett Meyer, 
Homa Hariri, and Josiah 
Wang, the focus instead fell 
on Tutwiler, Mississippi, and 
their Habitat for Humanity 
service trip through Saint Jo-
seph’s Campus Ministry.
It was a nippy Sunday 
morning when the Campus 
Minister Jeff Schaffer led 
the troupe out from Terre 
Haute, but the sunshine and 
overloaded minivan warmed 
them up as they traveled 
south. After stopping at Lam-
bert’s Café per Garrett’s sug-
gestion—where servers threw 
rolls at the diners—they were 
welcomed to the Mississippi 
Delta by their supervisor JD 
and his deep grin half-lined 
with golden caps. 
The new two-bedroom, 
one-bath, one-story Habitat 
home was already framed, 
roofed, and sheet-rocked by 
the time the Rose students 
arrived, but JD chuckled at 
the suggestion that there was 
not any work left to be done. 
From Monday to Friday, the 
crew installed windows and 
doors, painted walls, spack-
led ceilings, and stained wood 
trim. Because they boasted 
only a handful of construc-
tion projects compared to 
JD’s 37 prior Habitat jobs, 
Greg and Garrett’s Sawzall 
cuts were not always straight, 
Josiah’s hammer sometimes 
had trouble finding its nail, 
and Erin and Homa’s paint-
ing clothes rarely stayed 
clean. Their charitable spirit, 
however, never came into 
question. The team’s volun-
teer labor continued that of 
prior Habitat groups to allow 
Tutwiler resident LaShonda 
to own the house for only the 
cost of its materials. 
The Fightin’ Engineers 
found lots of ways to spend 
their downtime. While on 
site, smooth R&B poured 
from a paint-splattered boom 
box, and the crew occasional-
ly joined JD when they could 
not hold back their jiggy 
moves. Tutwiler claimed to be 
the “Birthplace of the Blues,” 
so the team learned names 
like W.C. Handy and Muddy 
Waters by visiting nearby 
Clarksdale and its Delta Blues 
Museum on a free afternoon. 
They spent their evenings 
cooking dinner and ended 
each day in prayerful reflec-
tion.
The team reached out to 
the community in more ways 
than building a house. They 
were invited to the local clinic 
and there met Sister Doctor 
Anne Eucharista Brooks, the 
2012 American Osteopathic 
Foundation Physician of the 
Year. For the past 30 years, 
the 75-year-old woman and 
her donation-funded clinic 
have accepted all patients 
regardless of their ability to 
pay—a daunting task in an 
area where nearly 40 percent 
of the population is below the 
poverty line. Though Sister 
Brooks’s words were saturat-
ed with hardship, the group 
clearly sensed the joy she de-
rived from her service.
On their last day in Tutwil-
er, the team hosted a potluck 
dinner in their dorm. The 
students bought ingredients 
from the nearest grocery store 
(a striking 25 minutes away in 
rural northwest Mississippi) 
to bake blonde brownies, and 
local Habitat families brought 
brimming broiler pans of 
fried chicken and macaroni 
for the occasion. After stuff-
ing their stomachs, the young 
Mississippians and young-at-
heart Engineers entertained 
themselves with thumb wars, 
musical chairs, Mancala, and 
Angry Birds. 
When asked for the most 
memorable part of the trip, 
Josiah responded that “what 
stuck with me most was the 
hopelessness and futility in 
many of the people’s lives,” 
but added that he really loved 
the “joy, energy, and fun we 
had the night of the potluck.” 
Homa wished to say to stu-
dents considering a similar 
service trip that “you learn 
it’s not about you, but about 
them. You don’t learn that 
until you are in someone 
else’s community.”
The Rose student group  poses with their supervisor  JD outside 
the new Habitat home. 
Jeff  Schaffer
Spark Event, from page 1
He explained that it is 
fine to not have an “origi-
nal idea” because new ideas 
are really the modification 
of old ones. He gave an ex-
ample from companies like 
iPhone and Samsung, who 
have similar feature for 
their phones, but are still 
unique in their own way. He 
explained that borrowing 
from someone else’s idea is 
good, although our society 
pressures us to think of ide-
as as radically different. We 
should acknowledge that 
new ideas are influenced by 
old ones. This is the reason 
that people collaborate and 
learn from others. He said 
that if someone is doing 
something that works fine, 
then others should ask why 
it is working fine and how 
can it be adopted and modi-
fied in such a way that can 
better suit our needs.
The second competition 
started right after lunch. 
The objective of that compe-
tition was for groups of four 
students with at least one or 
two high school students to 
build a catapult that could 
shoot an angry bird. Each 
group took turns showing 
how far their catapult was 
capable of launching. The 
scores were given based on 
the accuracy and distance 
where the angry bird land-
ed.
The event ended by award-
ing six winners for the first 
competition, three of them 
high school students and 
the other three college stu-
dents. For the second com-
petition, three groups won 
prizes, making a total of 
twelve winners for this com-
petition. A raffle was held 
afterwards. Interim Presi-
dent Robert Coons gave the 
final speech about having 
a positive mind, problem 
solving, and great innova-
tion, which marked the end 
of the SPARK event.
The first year of SPARK 
resulted in a very success-
ful event for students to 
learn about creative think-
ing. When asked about the 
future of SPARK, Filho said, 
“We plan to expand it for 
next year, involving more 
high school students and 
Rose students and may ex-
pand it to other universi-
ties and get more company 
representatives involved in 
mentoring students by giv-
ing them feedback about 
prototyping.”
Students practice teamwork and creative thinking through 
Spark
Courtesy of  Dr. Bill Kline
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Gearbox delivers something different
Derek Robinson      
entertainment editor
Gearbox has always been 
good to me. Their games are 
fun, addicting, hilarious, and 
for the most part original. 
“Duke Nukem Forever” and 
the “Borderlands” series are 
both fun and funny and pro-
vide a welcome escape from 
the standard cookie-cutter 
gameplay. I’ve enjoyed eve-
rything they’ve released: 
some have been well-devel-
oped and enthralling, while 
others have been openly ri-
diculous and almost bad, but 
still undeniably fun. Still, the 
company has done a lot to 
keep their fans pleased with-
out pumping out the same 
old content. Well, almost.
In every single other ex-
pansion I’ve played, the main 
plotline only provided a piece 
of the picture. Side quests tied 
together to provide some-
thing fun and semi-relevant 
for players when the main 
quest gets a little tedious or 
boring. New weapons pro-
vided interesting and, more 
importantly, useful effects 
to try out. The final bosses 
were epic and difficult but 
fun and their loot was at least 
extremely valuable, even if 
there wasn’t anything quite 
good enough to replace your 
equipment. The areas were 
new and exciting but not very 
confusing. All of this built 
into a wonderful experience 
with each release, and I’ve 
always rated them highly.
I’ve never been so con-
flicted about a game or add-
on as I have been about “Sir 
Hammerlock’s Big Game 
Hunt” for “Borderlands 2.”
On the one hand, it’s fun 
and the new enemies are 
challenging. Witch Doctors 
provide a welcome challenge, 
and a few new creatures pro-
vide an exotic feel and their 
own combat tactics. It’s not 
bad, per se. Unfortunately, 
it’s just not what I’ve come to 
love from Gearbox. The side 
quests are nearly all one-offs 
and most are not only irrel-
evant but frustrating. Hunt-
ing down a giant crystalisk 
is cool, but I’m not going to 
spend three hours scouring 
the already-confusing land-
scape for eggs. The introduc-
tion of new characters is nice 
when side quests offer a little 
bit of story about them, but 
this time around Hammer-
lock and Claptrap provide 
the only moderately enter-
taining side quests while 
a couple added characters 
(with quests of their own) 
have little introduction and 
even less to contribute to the 
experience. As mentioned, 
the landscape is confusing 
(sometimes ridiculously so, 
and at one point the map is 
useless) and not quite as ex-
citing as it could have been.
If anything, the whole ex-
perience is literally the most 
anticlimactic thing I’ve ever 
been through; anticlimax 
seems to be a motif for this 
add-on. Initially, players are 
led to expect big-game hunt-
ing and quality bonding, but 
it all quickly goes down the 
drain with the appearance of 
one of Handsome Jack’s un-
derlings, Doctor Nakayama, 
who himself is the most piti-
ful, disappointed character in 
the history of the franchise. 
The new fan boat is simi-
lar to the sandskiff from the 
“Pirate’s Booty” add-on, just 
worse in every way. The final 
battle is the only truly origi-
nal thing about this game, 
and provides quite a chal-
lenge on True Vault Hunter 
mode. Unfortunately that’s 
it. The final cutscene is the 
embodiment of anticlimax 
and the loot thereafter is 
the most disappointing I’ve 
ever picked up. I didn’t find 
a single useful weapon dur-
ing the entire eight hour 
ordeal. Oh and in case you 
were looking for even more 
surprises, there’s another 
raid boss in this expansion.
I wanted to like this game; 
I really did. The first couple 
hours were actually pretty 
fun. Nakayama provided 
comic relief throughout 
(barely), and the fighting 
was fun. Unfortunately, af-
ter a relatively short time, 
the sense of wonder devolves 
into wondering what you’re 
even doing. The tone of liter-
ally every character turns to 
exasperation. Even Claptrap 
gives up on trying to make 
the game fun. I’m not en-
tirely sure what Gearbox was 
trying to convey with this 
expansion, but all I got from 
it was disappointment.
Rating: 3/5 Elephants
A wholly unexpected dose of disappointment
Bethany Martin • opinions editor
There seems to be a great 
surge of movies that focus 
more on visuals rather than 
the plot and that is unfortu-
nate.  “Oz the Great and Pow-
erful” is one of those films. 
It was beautiful and proba-
bly would have been more so 
in 3D. The colors were as in-
tense as computer generated 
graphics can get, the crea-
tures were interesting, and 
the costumes and hair were 
delightfully wacky.  All of 
those attributes are impor-
tant, but plot trumps all.
The movie was tolerable 
until the scene when Oz first 
arrives in the Land of Oz and 
he and Theodora are looking 
around at the scary sounds 
coming from the evil witch’s 
baboons.  The camera sud-
denly zooms very quickly 
and at an unnatural angle. 
The colors were stunning 
but when the camera panned 
they all ran together, clearly 
they were meant for 3D.
Oscar Diggs or “Oz” 
(James Franco) is just an av-
erage conman, heartbreaker, 
and lousy person in rural Ar-
kansas who dreams of great-
ness.  He is swept away by a 
tornado and after some obvi-
ously made for 3D effects he 
lands in the world of Oz (just 
like his nickname). There he 
meets the witch Theodora 
(Mila Kunis) and she mis-
takes him for the long await-
ed wizard that is prophe-
sized to save them from evil 
and take over as king, and 
the temptation of power is 
too great for Oz to tell the 
truth. But before Oz can take 
the throne, he must defeat 
the evil witch.  In his travels 
he learns that all is not what 
it seems and that he himself 
may have been conned.  The 
whole story seemed forced 
with every predictable 
twist you could think of.
Mila Kunis did not add 
anything to the cast other 
than looking great in what 
appeared to be skin tight 
leather pants. As Theodo-
ra she plays a clueless and 
powerful witch that falls in 
love with the dashing Oz al-
most immediately.  She was 
clearly not picked for her 
acting but for her appeal. 
During her particularly dra-
matic scenes she wears a 
dress that accentuates her 
positives and she even rips 
at its seams. James Franco is 
handsome but is somewhat 
lacking in the acting depart-
ment as well. He is charming 
but not very good at deliv-
ering the really good lines, 
when he did have them.
If this is what we can ex-
pect from Disney’s endeav-
ors to recreate older classics, 
I am very hesitant about 
future spinoffs extensions 
of beloved stories.  The live 
action with digital effects 
seems to be the company’s 
downfall after the disaster 
of “John Carter.” At least 
“Oz the Great and Pow-
erful” has done a bit bet-
ter; maybe there is hope.
Rating: 2/5 Elephants.
Disney fails to do justice to a classic reboot
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Tipping the help
Helena Bomber • guest writer
Whether someone is serving you dinner or cutting your 
hair, their wages are mostly based on the tips that you 
give them. Many people without experience in hospital-
ity industries do not understand how tipping works. Some 
guides, servers, and drivers do not even make minimum 
wage and depend on gratuities as their income. 
For example, when you go out to dinner you are sur-
rounded by these types of employees. As you pull up to the 
entrance of a restaurant, the valet parks your car for you. 
When you step in the front doors, the host takes your coat. 
A server then greets you at the table and serves you a meal. 
Each of these people deserve a tip - but how much? Eve-
ryone has their own opinion on this topic, but the typical 
percentage to tip for a service is around fifteen percent. 
It is always important to tip, even if you think the 
service was substandard. The tip is sometimes divid-
ed between several services. In some restaurants the 
server does not receive all of the money, but they split 
their tips with a bartender that makes their drinks or a 
busboy that cleans their tables. Your gratuity can be an 
income for a whole web of people.
The next time you go out keep in mind that the ser-
vices you receive are depending on your tips and be 
considerate!  
Mark Minster • faculty writer
Of the four related words, 
“etiquette,” “courtesy,” “ci-
vility,” and “politeness,” I 
have favorites, and yet re-
ally I’d prefer to ditch them 
all. Ditch the words, that 
is, not the underlying idea. 
Certainly I want my kid to 
chew with his mouth shut 
and know it’s rude to belch 
or ask someone how he got 
so fat. I want the boy to be 
alert. I want him to be kind. 
I want that for myself. I 
want that from us all.
“Courtesy” and “etiquette” 
come from the royal courts 
of France. They’re about 
how to behave at the king’s 
table, in the presence of sov-
ereigns and potentates, the 
powers-that-be. To courtesy 
is to bow to one’s betters. 
An etiquette is a label on a 
wine bottle, a king’s seal of 
approval, and it’s the source 
of the English word “ticket.” 
It betokens admission to 
hobnob with blue-bloods. 
Both French-derived words 
connote obeisance to the 
affluent, sucking up to the 
haves.
“Civility” and “politeness,” 
by contrast, are abstractions 
derive from Latin and Greek 
words for cities: civitas and 
polis. They’re about how to 
behave in streets and mar-
ketplaces, in forums and in 
the agora. They’re about the 
civic virtues of citizenship 
and urbanity, and suggest 
the presence not of betters 
but of peers. Both words 
still connote a distance from 
others: I may be loving with 
my wife, but I’m hardly 
merely civil. (File under: 
TMI.) I’m not polite to my 
kid, either: I’m longsuffer-
ing and busted open and 
fond. Civility is a particular 
virtue for acquaintances and 
strangers. And while polite-
ness spreads a little more 
easily than civility to family 
and friends, it’s still hard to 
get close to.
It’s fitting, perhaps, that 
none of these four terms is 
native to English; all are im-
ported. I take this curious 
fact to mean not that the 
Anglefolc and Jutes lacked 
concepts for how to behave, 
but that the Saxons’ pithy, 
gritty tongue knew names 
we now seem not to know. 
Take “neighborliness,” 
for example, my favorite 
Anglo-Saxon replacement 
for “etiquette.” A “neigh-
bor” is someone who dwells 
nearby, someone nigh. That 
nearness— “proximity” or 
“propinquity,” if you’re still 
feeling Latinate—that close-
ness, can be geographical or 
genetic or emotional, refer-
ring to the lady down the 
street, or kin near in blood, 
or a friend near and dear. 
“Neighborliness,” then, is 
how you treat all of those 
people, not as if they’re sal-
ad forks or the upper crust, 
and not just as if they hap-
pen to inhabit your town. 
It’s not for the city and it’s 
not for the court: it’s for the 
neighborhood. It makes a 
virtue of the people and the 
places it’s for.
In a world that’s increas-
ingly flat and connected, 
across borders of all kinds, 
a question asked by a lawyer 
ages ago seems more rel-
evant than ever: Who is my 
neighbor? 
A reply to that question, 
in story form, can be found 
in the Gospel of Luke. It in-
volves a Samaritan.
By replacing “etiquette” 
with “neighborliness,” we get 
rid of the arbitrary and unde-
fined in our values—unseat-
ing the abstract “they” who 
would make manners without 
our say-so. We put Other Peo-
ple back in view, where these 
Other People can more read-
ily receive our kindness and 
our concern. Etiquette, after 
all, really only matters for 
the sake of someone else. If 
you’re trying to understand 
rules—any rules—for their 
own sake, or for your own 
self-interest, you’re sadly, 
sadly missing the point. 
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Manners apply to everyone
Rose Reatherford • staff writer
From depression to schizophre-
nia, more and more people are be-
ing diagnosed with a mental illness. 
However, some stigmas on mental 
illnesses exist, despite the boom-
ing amount of men and women who 
have to deal with them on a daily 
basis. Some people are unsure of 
how to talk about them or address 
them when they find out friends or 
family have them. Some people can 
unknowingly be very offensive or 
hurtful toward those with mental ill-
nesses, even if there was no ill will 
intended. Sometimes this can even 
cause people suffering from a men-
tal illness to refuse seeking help. 
This can be very detrimental to their 
health.
So how do you go about discussing 
a mental illness? First off, a mental 
illness does not mean a person is 
crazy or insane. It’s extremely im-
polite to use those terms when re-
ferring to a serious mental illness. It 
can make someone feel like no one 
wants to be around them because of 
their mental illness. A person can 
take medication for their heart, so 
there should be no judgment or is-
sues with a person taking medica-
tion for their brains, as it is simply 
another function of the body that 
could go wrong. 
Secondly, if a person informs you 
of their mental illness or their strug-
gle thereof, it is impolite to share it 
with others. A person will tell the 
people they want to know, and it is 
their business to go around discuss-
ing. Way back in high school, I need-
ed to be placed in a mental health 
clinic so I did not hurt myself. When 
I returned to school, I only told a 
few of my closest friends. However, 
it seemingly worked its way around 
my social school. People made me 
feel ostracized and isolated, on top 
of being paranoid that I could not 
trust the closest people to me in one 
of the worst times of my life. Other 
people will feel this way, as well, if 
you are constantly discussing their 
mental health issues. 
Thirdly, if a friend comes to you for 
help about hurting themselves, it’s 
okay to talk to an authority figure. This 
is only if you feel like your 
friend is seriously going to 
harm themselves and you 
feel out of depth or over-
whelmed towards helping 
them. Some people just want 
to be around others when 
they’re feeling lonely or like 
they’re in a dangerous situa-
tion. However, if your friend 
continues threatening sui-
cide, or attempts, you should 
immediately contact 911 or 
your local mental health 
clinic. They may become an-
gry or upset about this, but it is better 
for them to be angry for a while and get 
the help they need. 
In any case, mental illnesses are not 
exactly visible. You can’t know who is lis-
tening or who will be hurt by your com-
ments. So just use caution and address 
all illnesses with some level of respect. 
The other side of the Desk: On Neighborliness
Amanda Kelley • guest writer
Whether it’s to seek out a 
better form of civilization than 
Terre Haute or just passing 
through on the journey home, 
learning how to properly drive 
on I-465 is a skill that needs to 
be mastered. Though this end-
less loop comes with a menac-
ing reputation, it is the fast-
est way to navigate around or 
through Indy. Merging onto this 
interstate frightened, hesitant, 
or just downright terrified is 
the first mistake drivers make. 
The transition from two lanes 
to four may seem daunting, 
but if you are prepared, it can 
become an easy task to master. 
Do not be hesitant when com-
ing onto the on ramp; simply 
pick up speed, find a gap, and 
merge. It’s the overly cautious 
drivers who constantly check, 
check, and recheck their mir-
rors that cause other drivers to 
brake, which inevitably causes 
traffic. 
If a gap is two lanes over, do 
what is necessary and get to that 
gap even if you must exceed 
the speed limit. This brings up 
another rookie mistake while 
dealing with 465: the speed 
limit doesn’t actually represent 
the real speed of the road. The 
numbers that are placed on this 
sign symbolize more of a guide-
line than a real rule. It is more 
important to keep up with the 
flow of the traffic than to be the 
one that that causes the conges-
tion. Being a slow driver is just 
as dangerous as being a fast 
driver. 
Another form of common 
courtesy of the road is that if 
someone cuts you off, don’t yell 
or scream at the driver. In re-
ality, they can’t hear you, and 
you’re wasting your energy and 
gas trying to catch up and get 
even. Simply thank the driver 
and God that you did not get 
clipped and carry on about your 
day. Try to pass semi-trucks as 
quickly as possible; the less 
time that you are in their blind 
spot, the better it is for both 
you and the truck driver. If you 
must get in the most-left lane, 
make sure you are prepared to 
maintain a much faster flow 
than the rest of the traffic. If 
you cannot or are not comfort-
able with this, be courteous to 
others and move to one of the 
middle lanes. Make sure to stay 
in the middle lanes unless you 
need to merge off the highway 
then it is only appropriate to get 
the right most lane. If you stick 
to these few tips then your trip 
and your mind will be at ease.
Safe driving is ettiquette
”...mental illness does not mean a person is crazy or insane
Marcus Willerscheidt 
editor-in-chief
Tensions have risen dra-
matically in North Korea 
in the last few years. Some 
wonder if we’re close to nu-
clear war. The major issues 
that have caused conflict re-
cently revolve around North 
Korea attempting to dissolve 
the 1953 armistice that ended 
the Korean War and nuclear 
tests. North Korea continues 
to threaten South Korea and 
has even declared that they 
would launch a preemptive 
counter strike on the United 
States as well as South Korea 
should they deem it neces-
sary.
Should we worry? Should 
we care? President Obama 
has stated that the United 
States is fully capable of de-
fending against an attack 
from North Korea, and ex-
perts have declared North 
Korea incapable of launching 
an overseas ballistic attack at 
this time. So, is this another 
“forgotten conflict?” It really 
begs the question of wheth-
er Americans acknowledge 
world threats that don’t come 
in the form of immediate ter-
rorist attacks. Now, to avoid 
sounding like a fear monger, 
let’s recognize that we’re part 
of one of the most militarily 
powerful countries on Earth. 
But, the world ignored Hitler 
at the early stages too.
Conflict peaks over the 
horizon, and Americans are 
still in the dark. Ignoring 
the cloud looming past their 
shores, they focus on award 
ceremonies and reality TV. Is 
America so perpetually inter-
ested in instantaneous pleas-
ure that we’ve forgotten that 
there is a greater world out 
there?
Many say that Kim Jong 
Un is just blowing smoke. 
These speeches should not 
be ignored. Nuclear threats 
should never be ignored. And 
while North Korea and South 
Korea shouldn’t be under the 
thumb of the United States 
or even the United Nations, 
the world has every right to 
defend itself. This sometimes 
means getting involved be-
fore it is too late. However, 
that isn’t the issue at the pre-
sent juncture. The moment’s 
question revolves around 
what to do concerning North 
Korea’s declaration that the 
1953 armistice is no longer 
valid.
Granted, this should be a 
permanent peace agreement 
and not the armistice that 
left the two countries techni-
cally in a state of war. Still, 
it is vital that the U.S. and 
South Korea continue to per-
form military drills and pre-
pare for a possible war with 
North Korea despite their 
bold threats. We should not 
be backing down now; we 
should be discussing a per-
manent peace agreement 
while North Korea does not 
have the means to use fear 
against us.
Most importantly, there is 
plenty of history to show us 
what to do. We don’t want 
another Treaty of Versailles; 
we don’t want the Korean 
War Part II. The U.S. should 
establish formal peace and 
discover how far North Korea 
has advanced their nuclear 
technology. It is as simple 
as that. U.S. presence in that 
region should be at an end. 
America’s only reason for re-
maining should be as a pro-
tection from possible nuclear 
war.
North Korea, still forgotten?
”Nuclear threats should never be ignored.
Katrina Brandenburg • editor-in-chief
Students who succeed here are 
reputed to too often condescend 
as though being successful here 
equates to being mentally superior 
to other Rose-Hulman students and 
especially to students of another 
college. But, perhaps these conde-
scending students are right. In one 
respect, they might be superior. 
These students may have brought 
to the table a superior attitude of 
belief and dedication.
Students here at Rose-Hulman 
love to complain about the rigor 
of our courses. We typically have 
four challenging classes, and it 
always seems that something is 
wrong. Each class has a professor 
who thinks his or her course is the 
only one, professors are being un-
fair, the system is rigged against 
us, or the courses are just so hard 
that no average student among us 
could possibly succeed. We do work 
hard at Rose-Hulman, but we also 
do love to complain that we are 
working too hard against impos-
sible odds. It is normal to banter 
with friends, engage in the feelings 
of camaraderie created by enduring 
similar problems, or occasionally 
let off a little steam, but how many 
of us stop to think that perhaps the 
problem is partially our collective 
attitude?
A student who gets up in the 
morning and immediately starts 
the day with a mind filled by com-
plaints over the day that will follow 
is not going to perform as well as 
a student who starts each day as a 
blank slate, takes a few minutes of 
the morning to calm down and re-
lieve stress in some way, or just re-
fuses to succumb to the disappoint-
ments of less than perfect grades, 
small results for large efforts, or 
negativity from professors. This is 
because the attitude a student en-
dorses towards these problems af-
fects all the decisions he makes.
If I wake up in the morning to 
an alarm that I set as late as pos-
sible to get to my first class, then 
I’ll probably be in a hurry getting 
to class. I can tell myself that be-
ing a few minutes late to class once 
in a while doesn’t matter. I can tell 
myself that grabbing the wrong as-
signment in my rush was bound to 
happen every so often anyway. I can 
just think to myself, “The class is too 
early for me; I just don’t function 
well at that hour. I always get stuck 
with the earliest possible section of 
every class because course regis-
tration boots me out three times.” 
I’ve already started my day off by 
making excuses for something that 
could be fixed by setting my alarm a 
little earlier and telling myself that 
the improved performance in that 
first class when I’ve been awake for 
a few minutes and had enough time 
to orient myself is a worthwhile 
tradeoff for those minutes of pre-
cious sleep, telling myself that get-
ting better than a zero on that one 
assignment is a better feeling than 
staring at that zero, which wasn’t 
even an accurate measure of my 
abilities as a student.
By the end of the day, I can make 
excuses for everything that goes 
wrong. I can tell myself, “That pro-
fessor doesn’t teach very well… I’m 
not smart enough to learn this… My 
professor’s office hours are too in-
convenient… It’s not my fault… It 
isn’t worth staying awake another 
hour... I should be somewhere else 
studying something easier.” I’ve 
told myself a few of these things; 
I’m sure that a lot of students here 
have. The problem is that a stu-
dent who lets himself think those 
discouraging thoughts is instantly 
less motivated to do anything about 
these problems. Maybe all the pro-
fessors this quarter are awful, may-
be the system is rigged, and maybe 
success isn’t right there waiting to 
be grabbed. But, it is always better 
to look back and know that the best 
of efforts was put forth. Seeing a 
C+ and knowing it’s my best feels 
better than seeing a B+ and know-
ing it could have been an A if just 
one or two fewer excuses had been 
made and a little more effort put 
into not missing the first ten min-
utes of lecture, not taking zeros on 
assignments, and asking professors 
(even the unpleasant, condescend-
ing ones) questions.
Letting a bad attitude towards 
school go unchecked is just a way 
of feeding a cycle. The bad attitude 
leads to poor decisions, and those 
poor decisions lead to poor results. 
In turn, these lead right back to 
that bad attitude in response to the 
feelings of disappointment, failure, 
and stress. How many of us have 
asked ourselves what a better at-
titude could do for the effort put 
forth and what an improvement in 
effort could mean for grades? There 
is a direct connection.
Bad Attitude Leads to Bad Grades?
”We don’t want an-other Treaty of Ver-sailles...
Small changes add up to a big difference
6 opinions   issue 19
7sports15 mAr 2013
Eric Abegglen • staff writer
A pair of Engineers are 
headed to compete in the 
upcoming NCAA Division III 
Swimming Championships 
on March 20-23.  Senior me-
chanical engineering major 
John Huster and freshman 
physics major Orion Mar-
tin will compete in multiple 
events over the course of the 
meet. 
Both Huster and Martin 
were named the College Con-
ference of Illinois & Wiscon-
sin Men’s Swimmer of the 
Week this year. Huster was 
recently named Swimmer of 
the Week at the end of Janu-
ary in the near upset over 
nationally ranked DePauw. 
Martin received Swimmer of 
the Week honors back in No-
vember for his efforts at Wa-
bash and Illinois Wesleyan. 
Huster also received CCIW 
Men’s Swimmer of the Week 
honors last year as a junior.
Against DePauw, Hus-
ter finished the 100-yard 
breaststroke in 1:04.61 and 
the 100-yard butterfly with 
a time of 51.07 seconds. He 
also swam the backstroke leg 
in the 200-medley relay in 
24.3 seconds and recorded a 
21.1 second split in the 200-
yard freestyle relay.
Against Wabash, Martin 
won both the 50- and 100-
yard freestyle and served as 
the anchor leg for two Rose-
Hulman relay teams. This 
was only the second dual 
meet victory over Wabash in 
school history. Martin also 
won the 50-freestyle and the 
100-yard butterfly against 
Illinois Wesleyan to cap off 
the  team’s second victory in 
24 hours. Martin’s 100-but-
terfly broke the Illinois Wes-
leyan pool record.
Both Martin and Huster 
qualified for the NCAA na-
tional championships with 
their 1-2 performance in the 
100-butterfly at the College 
Conference of Illinois and 
Wisconsin Championships.
Martin ranks No. 2 nation-
ally in the 100-butterfly with 
a time of 48.51 seconds, and 
Huster comes into the Cham-
pionships at the No. 11 spot 
with a best of 
48.99 seconds. 
To qualify for 
the meet, swim-
mers needed to 
best the cutoff 
time of 49.33 
seconds. Com-
petition in the 
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also compete in 
the 50-freestyle 
next Wednes-
day and the 




remaining two events will 
be the 200-individual med-
ley on Wednesday and the 
100-backstroke on Friday.
Martin and Huster contin-
ue a tradition of excellence 
for the Rose-Hulman Insti-
tute of Technology swim-
ming program. The Fightin’ 
Engineers have compiled 
six All-American awards 
in swimming, including a 
100-breaststroke nation-
al championship for Matt 
Smith in 2003.
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Hosting the Red Men from 
Carthage College in the season’s 
home opener, Rose-Hulman wound 
up taking two of three games played 
over the weekend.
In the opening game of a double-
header played on Saturday, Carthage 
would score first on a wild pitch in 
the top of the 1st inning. They would 
add another run in the 2nd to take a 
2 – 0 lead, but the Engineers took 
advantage of four walks in the bot-
tom of the 3rd to take a 3 – 2 lead. 
After four innings, the game was 
tied 6 - 6 after Carthage struck for 
four in the 3rd inning. Rose-Hul-
man remained in the game thanks 
to a solo home run from freshman 
Caleb Kissel and the team took ad-
vantage of several mistakes from 
Carthage. Carthage though would 
take the lead for good in the top of 
the 5th, going on to take the game 
8 – 6.   
In the bottom half of the double-
header, Rose-Hulman battled back 
from a 1 – 4 deficit to win 6 – 5. 
Heading into the bottom of the 9th, 
Carthage held a one run advantage, 
looking to keep their 5 – 4 lead. The 
Engineers capitalized on a fielding 
error followed by back-to-back sin-
gles by seniors Donald Stopka and 
Bobby Newman to load the bases. 
Rose-Hulman would then tie the 
game on a fielder’s choice. With only 
one out remaining, a costly throw-
ing error allowed sophomore Josh 
Hoeing to score the winning run. 
On Sunday, the Engineers relied 
on strong pitching from sophomore 
Ben Menich to earn an 8 – 0 shutout 
victory. Menich threw a complete 
game allowing only four hits while 
striking out three in nine innings of 
work. The offense was spurred on 
by junior Hank Akard and freshman 
Patrick Klima, whom each tallied 
three hits in the game. 
The Fightin’ Engineers improve 
to 3 – 6 overall and will play four 
more games this weekend as they 
host DePauw University at 6 p.m. 
on Friday, then face DePauw again 
on Saturday at 11 a.m., followed by 
a matchup against Concordia Chi-
cago at 5 p.m. The team will then 
travel to DePauw on Sunday for a 
second go against Concordia Chi-
cago.  
Swimmers look to make a big splash at Nationals
BASEBALL TAKES TWO OF THREE AGAINST CARTHAGE
Sophomore Ben Menich pitched a shutout game against Carthage College on 
Sunday, propelling Rose-Hulman to an 8 - 0 victory.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
Soball faces slate of games to open home schedule
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
Coming into the weekend with 
a 3 – 5 record upon completion of 
their annual Florida trip, the Rose-
Hulman softball team will see their 
first action this season at the Rose-
Hulman field. 
The team this season is coached 
by Brian Shearer who has led the 
Engineers since 2003. A majority 
of starters remain from a year ago, 
along with a strong recruiting class 
that will make an immediate impact 
on the squad.  The Engineers look to 
improve upon a fifth place finish in 
the HCAC conference standings last 
season. 
During the teams’ weeklong trip 
to Florida, they faced eight differ-
ent squads from across the country. 
Playing against some familiar and 
some unfamiliar teams, the Rose-
Hulman squad completed the trip 
two games under .500. 
Their three wins came against Im-
maculata University from Pennsyl-
vania, Capital University, located in 
Columbus, Ohio, and the University 
of Michigan-Dearborn.  
Pitching a total of 10 innings over 
2 appearances, senior Brianne Wid-
moyer recorded 10 strikeouts and 
held batters to .189 along the way. 
Sophomore Carly Heibel led the 
team with eight hits in total and re-
corded four RBIs over the course of 
the trip. Making an early impact on 
the team, freshman Whitney Strain 
batted .333 with five singles and led 
the team in on-base percentage. 
Action this weekend will begin 
Friday at 5 p.m. as the Fightin’ Engi-
neers open up with a doubleheader 
against Taylor University. On short 
rest, the team will then play back-
to-back games against Illinois Col-
lege on Saturday starting at 1 p.m. 
Next Wednesday, the Engineers will 
take on Greenville  College at home, 
beginning at 5 p.m. Sixteen games 
stand between the Engineers and 
the start of HCAC action, which will 
kick off on Apr. 6. 
The Fightin’ Engineers will compete in a pair of doubleheaders this 
weekend in their first action at home this season.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
John Huster, pictured left, and Orion Martin, pictured right, will compete on 
behalf of the Rose-Hulman men’s swimming and diving team at this year’s 
NCAA Division III Swimming Championships.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
This is the Flipside disclaimer, you will always read me. Any unattributed content has been written by Daniel Benedict Maginot. This weeks writers are Man Daginot (Dan Maginot), Maximus Decimus Willerscheidt  (Marcus 
Willerscheidt). You may or may not be offended by this content, in the case you are... We could meet up for coffee sometime and you can tell me exactly what offended you and I’ll tell you how beautiful you are and then you will 
discover this fine, charming, handsome a whole lot, strapping young man. Just send your evident concern and you’re halfway there... email thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu. Also, the Saint Tebow picture is from twicsy.com
Wacky profquotes
In fact, violating lay-
ers is a hot research 
area.
–Dr. Black
I’m researching it right 
now.
They had Math Dei-
ties just roaming the 
halls!
-Dr. Mr. Holder
Let’s see what our 
new friend Francis 
says about this.
It could be the name 
of a new perfume: 
Primitive Obsession
-Dr. Bohner
What a fun day of 
programming that 
would be.
Some of the things 
I’ll be telling you 





say crazy things. 
E-mail them to the 
Flipside at thorn-
f l i p s i d e @ r o s e -
hulman.edu for a 
chance to win a 25$ 
Visa gift card!
Man Daginot & Maximus Decimus Willerscheidt M.D./Ph.D
1. All popes since Vigilius in 537 are actually jewish, they wear ya-
macas underneath their Papal Chef’s hat.
2. The initiation process of becoming the next pope involves suc-
cessfully defeating a member of the suiss guard in hand-to-hand 
combat.
3. The white smoke of the papal election actually comes from vic-
tory papal cigars
4. The pope plays golf with The Dalai Lama every sunday after 
mass and 
5. The Rosetta Stone is the official Vatican Latin Language Profes-
sor (VLLP) for the Papal Conclave
6. Every pope gets his hand print in the concrete at the base of 
Saint Peter’s Basilica.
7. Every Halloween, all of the Bishops dress up rooks.
8. The only officially Vatican endorsed MLB team is the Saint Lou-
is Cardinals.
9. The pope has 24 parrots, kept in the Basilica loft that can con-
duct an entire service and are named after the 24 Apostles and De-
ciples 
10. The first plan of action of Pope Francis I is the formation of a 
Papal Boy Band named: One Cardinal Direction.
Top “10” Ten
Papal Mysteries
Pope’ing fun with Catholics
The pale cigars have been lit and the white smoke rises above The Vatican! History has been made, dreams have been fulfilled, and 
The Holy Chef ’s Hat has been passed down once more. Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio of  Buenos Aires, Argentina was known for his wolf-calming 
charm which he discovered from the writings of  Saint Francis of  Assisi. 
These writings influenced our man Jorge to take up flying lessons with the 
eagles, swimming lessons with the dolphins, and pouncing lessons with 
lions. These experiences give the Argentinian native the savvy and versa-
tilility which we demand from our papal authorities. He looks back on the 
life of  Saint Francis and attributes much of  his life’s inspiration to him. 
Saint Francis of  Assisi is also credited to the naming of  San Francisco, 
which actually means a whale’s fluke.  The newly elected pope claimed 
that scholars have lost the original translation in the fighting of  the Sec-
ond Crusades, so there is no proven record of  this. However, our former 
Jorge Super Mario Bro.goglio of  Buenos Aires has faith in this fact. 
In the recent days, our man Jorge experienced a sudden midlife - or 
more appropriately - third-quarter-life crisis and changed his name to Pope Francis: The first of  his name. This innovator of  
papal mystery drew much of  his influence from our late Saint Francis of  Assisi and has made history!:
He is the first pope from the New World. 
He is the first pope to survive a velociraptor attack. 
He is the first pope to become an animagus. 
He is the first pope to recognize jeggings as an abomination 
He is the first pope to pitch a perfect game. 
He is the first pope to be cast in a movie: Pope Fiction. 
He is the first pope born outside of  Europe in over 1,200 years
He is the first pope to turn water into crude oil
The Day of St. Patty’s
What was that? Oh yeah. It’s Saint Patrick’s Day, in ven-eration of  our most glorious St. Patrick. If  you are un-
aware of  the history behind this honored man, he is the patron 
saint of  snake banishment and the color green. He used his 
ash wood staff  to to grow into a real living tree. Think of  that 
as the river of  life flows through you. He used his shamrock 
powers to banish all snakes from Ireland. Out go the snakes 
and in comes the river of  courage and low standards. Out goes 
the inhibitions. Out goes the restraint. Out goes the control. 
What a day! And with you and your helpful sidekick, St. Patrick 
will be ever in your mind as you vanquish the snakes and wield 
your shamrock.  Through your veins and staff,  we shall flow 
a river forth to thee and teaming with souls shall it ever be. In 
Nomeni Patri Et Fili Spiritus Sancti.
Definition:
Pop•er•y [poh-puh-ree] - noun
the Pope’s official cologne line.
Flipside Ante diem idus mArtius Anno mmXiii pAginA Viii
